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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors 
FROM: Matt Ransom, Executive Director 
DATE: September 29, 2020 
SUBJECT: MPO Certification Review for RTC and Metro 

 
Transportation Management Area/Metropolitan Planning Organization  

Certification Review for RTC and Metro 
Background 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) are 
required to jointly review and evaluate the transportation planning process for each urbanized area 
over 200,000 in population at least every four years to determine if the process meets the Federal 
planning requirements.  Urbanized areas of over 200,000 are known as Transportation 
Management Areas (TMAs). The Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC) 
is the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Clark County region 
within the State of Washington, and is also designated as a TMA. RTC is part of a bi-state region 
so certification review is conducted jointly for RTC in Washington state and Metro in Oregon.   
 
Certification Dates 

The current certification for the Portland-Vancouver urbanized area was issued by USDOT on 
March 20, 2017 and an updated certification must be issued by March 20, 2021.  The federal 
review team will hold a virtual review of Metro and RTC’s transportation planning processes in 
the week of December 7 through 11, 2020 in order to meet the certification timeline.   
 
Public Comment 

USDOT is required by law to solicit comments from the public about the TMA’s transportation 
planning process during a certification review.  RTC will use its public participation process in 
order to notify the public of the opportunity to submit feedback via email or letter to the Federal 
review team.  Notice of this opportunity will be posted on RTC’s website in November and 
December.  
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