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 Constitutionally Required 

 First National Census – 1790 

 3.9 million people 

 Nearly 18% held in slavery 

 #1 New York City  – 33,131  

 #10 Marblehead, MA – 5,661 

 Every 10 years - never missed 

Census Background 
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 Census – every 10 years 
 name 
 sex 
 age 
 relationship 
 Hispanic origin 
 race 
 residence type 
 ownership 

 

 ACS - annual 
 Replaced census long-form 

in 2005 

 More demographic data – 
income, occupation, 
disability, language and etc. 

 More housing data – units, 
rooms, plumbing, 
telephone, heating fuel, 
vehicles, costs and etc. 

Census and the American Community Survey (ACS) 
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 Funding formulas 

 Urban/rural designations and grants 

 Population and demographic 
forecasts 

 Civil rights, Title VI, LEP , EJ 

 Data for transportation modeling and 
forecast tools 

RTC and the Census 
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