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Comment delivered via email on March 22, 2019
RE: COMMENTS for I-5 Rose Quarter Improvement Project — Environmental Assessment

On behalf of the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC), which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for Clark County, Washington, | am
submitting the following comments in response to the published I-5 Rose Quarter
Improvement Project — Environmental Assessment.

RTC endorses the development and implementation of the I-5 Rose Quarter
Improvement Project which has been evaluated in the Environmental Assessment. As
proposed, the project improvement is forecast to provide compelling safety, travel time,
and multi-modal improvements within the project limits. The project outcomes can
serve to benefit regional transportation system mobility within the Portland/Vancouver
bi-state metropolitan area.

Beginning with the Portland/Vancouver I-5 Trade Corridor Study (1999) and reinforced in
the Portland/Vancouver I-5 Transportation and Trade Partnership Strategic Plan (2002),
regional leaders and public and private partners have endorsed Plans and supported
strategies which address regional bottlenecks along I-5. Specifically, these precedent
Regional Plans identified a need to pursue a phased approach to addressing freight and
passenger mobility in the I-5 Trade Corridor. Each Plan identified the need to eliminate
“two-lane bottlenecks” at numerous locations along the I-5 corridor. Since that time,
regional partners have completed commitments to eliminate 2-lane bottlenecks at
locations in both Washington, such as I-5 between 99" Street and 1-205 Interchange, and
in Oregon on |-5 at Delta Park.

Now, the region has the opportunity to improve another regional bottleneck at the
I-5/Rose Quarter vicinity. To that end, the RTC is supportive of ODOT’s current effort to
fulfil these regional Plan implementation commitments.

Sincerely,

MY~

Matt Ransom
Executive Director

cc: RTC Board of Directors



