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STAFF REPORT/RESOLUTION 

TO: Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors 

FROM: Matt Ransom, Executive Director   

DATE: March 26, 2019 

SUBJECT: TIP Amendment:  Project Removal – Chelatchie Prairie Rails with Trails, 
Resolution 04-19-07 

AT A GLANCE - ACTION 
The action requested is amendment of the 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) to remove both phases of the Chelatchie Prairie Rails with Trails project, reallocating 
$225,000 to the 2019 Transportation Alternatives call for projects. 

INTRODUCTION 
The City of Battle Ground has been working for many years to develop the first phase of their 
trail project, within portions of the Chelatchie Prairie railroad right-of-way.  At this time, the 
City of Battle Ground has been unable to reach an agreement for use of right-of-way within the 
Portland Vancouver Junction Railroad’s lease parameters.  In addition, the City has reached the 
last year of delay for obligating construction funds and do not see a quick resolution to securing 
necessary agreements (See attached letter from City of Battle Ground).   

PROPOSED TIP AMENDMENT 
All regionally significant projects must be listed in the regional Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) which in turn become a part of the State Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP).  RTC’s policies require that projects with regional federal funding changes be approved 
by both the Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) and RTC Board.  The 
Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) reviewed the Battle Ground proposed TIP 
amendments at their March 15, 2019 meeting and recommended RTC Board adoption.  The 
proposed TIP amendments are described below: 

Chelatchie Prairie Rails with Trails:  The City of Battle Ground is proposing that the Chelatchie 
Prairie Rails with Trails project be removed from the Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP), and that $225,000 in federal Transportation Alternatives funds be reallocated to the 2019 
Transportation Alternatives call for projects. 

Chelatchie Prairie Rails with Trails, Phase 2:  After discussion with the City of Battle Ground, it 
is proposed that the design for the phase 2 of the Chelatchie Prairie Rails with Trails project also 
be removed from the TIP.  At this time, it does not seem practical to proceed with design given 
the outstanding use agreement negotiations.  The $147,000 in federal Transportation Alternatives 
funds would remain allocated to the project until March 2021.  By which time the project must 
proceed or funds will be returned for the 2021 call for Transportation Alternatives projects. 
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The amendments are found to be consistent with all state and federal requirements.  The removal 
of these projects will be incorporated into the 2019-2022 Transportation Improvement Program 
following Board action. 

POLICY IMPLICATION 
This amendment is consistent with the policy and procedures of the Transportation Programming 
Guidebook.  These amendments will allow the region to reallocate Transportation Alternatives 
funds to other regionally eligible projects that can proceed towards implementation.  The City of 
Battle Ground would be eligible to reapply for construction funding after securing necessary 
agreements. 

BUDGET IMPLICATION 
Action on this amendment will provide an additional $225,000 in Transportation Alternatives 
funds for the 2019 call for projects. 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Adoption of Resolution 04-19-07 “TIP Amendment:  Project Removal – Chelatchie Prairie Rails 
with Trails.” 

ADOPTED this   2nd   day of   April   2019, by the Southwest Washington Regional 
Transportation Council. 

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL ATTEST: 

_____________________________________ _______________________________ 
Anne McEnerny-Ogle Matt Ransom  
Chair of the Board Executive Director 
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