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STAFF REPORT/RESOLUTION 

TO: Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors 

FROM: Matt Ransom, Executive Director   

DATE: July 31, 2018 

SUBJECT: 2018-2021 TIP Amendment:  Highway Infrastructure Program, 
Resolution 08-18-13 

AT A GLANCE - ACTION 
The action requested is amendment of the 2018-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
to replace federal Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) awards with federal Highway 
Improvement Program (HIP) awards.  This amendment will allow the region to obligate the 
onetime allocation of federal HIP funds before funds lapse and provide additional flexibility for 
how the region utilizes the additional $1 million in federal transportation funds. 

INTRODUCTION 
The 2018 Omnibus bill provided a onetime allocation of federal transportation funding to states 
from a new federal Highway Infrastructure Program (HIP).  This program is based on the 
language for the Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) program, but the funds are more 
constrained. 

Washington State received a $34.1 million allocation of federal HIP funds and has divided the 
funds between WSDOT (47% - $16 million) and local agencies (53% - $18.1 million).  These 
funds are further divided using the state-wide STBG formula.  RTC received $966,939 for urban 
areas and $70,599 for rural areas (Total of $1,037,538). 

HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (HIP) REQUIREMENTS 
The Highway Infrastructure Program has the following requirements: 

• Funds must be used for construction of roadway, bridges, and tunnels. 
• Projects must be identified in the Transportation Improvement Program. 
• Funds require a 13.5% local match. 
• Funds must be obligated by September 30, 2021 or funds lapse. 
• Funds cannot be utilized on rural minor collectors or local roads, ferries, transit, planning, 

or for a transportation alternative project. 

RECOMMENDATION 
RTAC has recommended that the funds be programmed within existing selected STBG road 
projects.  The HIP funds would replace STBG funds, to provide no net change in total federal 
funding.  This will allow the HIP funds to be quickly obligated on a qualified project to meet the 
year 2021 deadline and provide the region more time to decide how to use these funds.  Proposed 
projects to receive the replacement HIP funds include the following: 
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• Urban HIP Funds of $966,939:  NE 119th Street East (Clark County) 
• Rural HIP funds of $70,599:  NE Blair Road (Clark County) 

RTAC is also recommending that the region take time to decide how to best utilize this 
additional $1 million in federal funding, rather than including these funds in the current grant 
selection process.  Once the region decides how to use these new funds, projects can be 
programmed in the Transportation Improvement Program without concern for the funds lapsing. 

POLICY IMPLICATION 
This change would not change the current selection of transportation projects, but allow federal 
HIP funds to be obligated quickly before funds lapse.  This would also allow the region to 
discuss and to decide how best to utilize an additional million dollars of federal funds within the 
region. 

BUDGET IMPLICATION 
Action on this amendment is revenue neutral, but will provide approximately $1 million in 
additional STBG funds for regional project selection. 

ACTION REQUESTED 
Adoption of Resolution 08-18-13 “2018-2021 TIP Amendment: Highway Infrastructure 
Program.” 

ADOPTED this   7th   day of   August   2018, by the Southwest Washington Regional 

Transportation Council. 

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL ATTEST: 

_____________________________________ _______________________________ 
Ron Onslow  Matt Ransom  
Chair of the Board Executive Director 
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