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The policies, findings, and recommendations contained in this Plan do not necessarily represent the views of the state and federal agencies
identified above and do not obligate those agencies to provide funding to implement the contents of the Plan as adopted.

The Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC) assures that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin,
or sex as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (P.L. 100.259), be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or activity.

b- Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information:
Materials can be provided in alternative formats by contacting
the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC) at (360) 397-6067 or info@rtc.wa.gov.



Agenda Item VI
Resolution 12-05-24

STAFF REPORT

TO: / Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors
FROM: Dean Lookingbill, Transportation Director

DATE: November 29, 2005
SUBJECT: 2005 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update, Resolution 12-05-24

BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for Clark County is the long-range regional
transportation plan for the region, which must have at least a twenty-year planning horizon. The
MTP represents the collective strategy for developing a regional transportation system that
provides mobility and accessibility for personal travel and freight movement. The transportation
plan supports local land uses and existing and planned economic development. The MTP
identifies - future travel needs, recommends policies/strategies, and identifies implementation
programs to meet future needs. Federal and state law requires that the Plan undergo periodic
review. The RTC Board of Directors adopted the initial Metropolitan Transportation Plan
(MTP) for Clark County in December 1994. The Plan has been subject to annual review and
since 1994 has undergone three major updates and five amendments. A further MTP update is
anticipated once the 2006 update to the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan for Clark
County is finalized. The Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) reviewed the
draft 2005 Metropolitan Transportation Plan update at its November 2005 RTAC meeting and
has recommended adoption by the RTC Board of Directors. RTC Board action on this resolution
will complete the federally required MTP update process for RTC. The adopted MTP will be
forwarded to WSDOT, the Federal Highway Administration, and Federal Transit Administration
to enable these agencies to complete the air quality conformity determination.

Key elements of the MTP that have been reviewed during 2005 are listed below. The 2005 RTC
Board meetings at which the Plan elements were reviewed and discussed are noted in
parentheses.

¢ MTP Framework, Purpose, and Goals (Jan., Feb., Mar., Oct.)
e 2030 Horizon Year: Demographic Forecast (Jan., Feb., Mar., Aug.)
e 2030 Travel Demand Forecast (Jun., Aug.)

o Transportation System Needs, Projects and Strategies (Feb., Mar., Apr., May, Jun,, Aug., Oct.,
Nov.)

¢ Designated Regional Transportation System (Jun., Oct.)
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» Financial Plan: Revenue Forecast and Cost Estimates (Nov.)

*  Air quality conformity update consistent with Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 (Nov., Dec.)
o Strategic Plan (Nov.)

The MTP is developed with technical review and input provided by the Regional Transportation
Advisory Committee (RTAC) and policy review provided by the RTC Board of Directors.
Throughout 2005, there have been public outreach efforts to inform the public of the Plan’s
update process and to solicit public comments. These efforts have included an event at Westfield
Shoppingtown, Vancouver, in July 2005 and a transportation booth at the Clark County Fair in
August 2005. In addition, RTC staff made presentations at neighborhood, community and civic
meetings during the course of the year. The current, adopted MTP, as well as the draft MTP
update, are available at RTC’s web site at http://www.rtc.wa.gov/programs/mtp/outline.htm.
Involvement of the public in regional transportation planning builds from local efforts. During
2005, public outreach has included meetings hosted by C-TRAN on service boundary change,
fare increase and service changes. There have been meetings hosted by WSDOT on specific
projects funded as part of the state’s “nickel package” and on the SR-14 corridor planning study.
Meetings on the comprehensive plan update and on specific transportation topics have been
hosted by local jurisdictions. Monthly meetings of the RTC Board of Directors allow the public
to comment on regional transportation issues in a formal setting. All comments at these meetings
become part of the meeting record. The MTP update has been on the agenda at all meetings of
the RTC Board during 2005.

POLICY IMPLICATION

The MTP represents the framework plan and policies for development of the regional
transportation system. Projects must first be identified in the MTP before they can be
programmed for federal funding in the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program
(MTIP). RTC, as the Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO), must certify that
there is consistency between the MTP and the transportation elements of local comprehensive
plans required under the Growth Management Act (GMA) and that the transportation elements
conform with the GMA’s requirements. RTC continues to work with local jurisdictions on
development of the transportation elements of local comprehensive plans. This helps to ensure
consistency between state, regional and local plans. Completion of the RTPO certification
process is anticipated following the 2006 updates to the Clark County Comprehensive Growth
Management Plan and Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for Clark County.

BUDGET IMPLICATION

Regular update and amendment of the adopted MTP is a requirement for the receipt of federal
transportation funds. Federal regulations require that -the MTP contain a financial plan that
demonstrates consistency between proposed transportation investments and available and
projected sources of revenue. After revenues are set aside for system maintenance, preservation
and operating costs, the remaining revenues are available to fund capital improvements to the
regional transportation system identified in the MTP.
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ACTION REQUESTED

Adoption of Resolution 12-05-24, “2005 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update”.

ADOPTED this 6th day of December 2005,

by the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council.

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON _

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL ATTEST:

Arch Miller C Dean Lookingbili
Chair of the Board Transportation Director

20051206RTCB_Rescl120524_MTP2005.doc
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