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Resolution12-05-24

STAFF REPORT

TO: Al SouthwestWashingtonRegionalTransportationCouncil Boardof Directors

FROM: DeanLookingbill, TransportationDirector

DATE: November29, 2005

SUBJECT: 2005 MetropolitanTransportationPlan Update,Resolution12-05-24

BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan TransportationPlan MTP for Clark County is the long-rangeregional
transportationplanfor theregion,which musthave at leasta twenty-yearplanninghorizon. The
MTP representsthe collective strategyfor developing a regional transportationsystemthat
providesmobility and accessibilityfor personaltravel and freight movement. The transportation
plan supports local land uses and existing and plannedeconomic development. The MTP
identifies future travel needs, recommendspolicies/strategies,and identifies implementation
programsto meet future needs. Federaland statelaw requiresthat the Plan undergoperiodic
review. The RTC Board of Directors adoptedthe initial MetropolitanTransportationPlan
MTP for Clark County in December1994. The Plan hasbeensubjectto annualreview and
since 1994 hasundergonethreemajor updatesand five amendments.A furtherMTP updateis
anticipatedonce the 2006 updateto the ComprehensiveGrowth ManagementPlan for Clark
County is finalized. The RegionalTransportationAdvisory Committee RTAC reviewedthe
draft 2005 Metropolitan TransportationPlan updateat its November2005 RTAC meetingand
hasrecommendedadoptionby theRTC Boardof Directors. RTC Boardaction on this resolution
will completethe federally requiredMTP updateprocessfor RTC. The adoptedMTP will be
forwardedto WSDOT,the FederalHighwayAdministration,andFederalTransitAdministration
to enabletheseagenciesto completetheair quality confonnitydetermination.

Key elementsof theMTP that havebeenreviewedduring 2005 arelisted below. The 2005 RTC
Board meetings at which the Plan elements were reviewed and discussedare noted in
parentheses.

* MTP Framework,Purpose,andGoals Jan.,Feb., Mar., Oct.

* 2030Horizon Year: DemographicForecastJan.,Feb., Mar., Aug.

* 2030Travel DemandForecastJun.,Aug.

* TransportationSystemNeeds,Projectsand StrategiesFeb.,Mar., Apr., May, Jun.,Aug., Oct.,
Nov.

* DesignatedRegionalTransportationSystem Jun.,Oct.

®!Jucm@1 ®ciiJ ui3@S®6uG@ ®GGLthG6O ®üU
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* FinancialPlan: RevenueForecastand CostEstimatesNov.

* Air quality conformity updateconsistentwith CleanAir Act Amendmentsof 1990 Nov., Dec.

* StrategicPlan Nov.

The MTP is developedwith technicalreviewand inputprovidedby theRegional Transportation
Advisory Committee RTAC and policy review provided by the RTC Board of Directors.
Throughout 2005, there have been public outreachefforts to inform the public of the Plan’s
updateprocessandto solicit public comments.Theseefforts haveincludedan eventat Westfield
Shoppingtown,Vancouver,in July 2005 and a transportationbooth at the Clark County Fair in
August 2005. In addition, RTC staff madepresentationsat neighborhood,communityand civic
meetingsduring the courseof the year. The current,adoptedMTP, aswell as the draft MTP
update, are available at RTC’ s web site at http://www.rtc.wa.gov/prograrns/mtp/outline.htm.
Involvementof the public in regional transportationplanning builds from local efforts. During
2005, public outreachhas includedmeetingshostedby C-TRAN on serviceboundarychange,
fare increaseand servicechanges. There have been meetingshostedby WSDOT on specific
projectsfundedaspartof the state’s"nickel package"and on the SR-14corridorplanning study.
Meetings on the comprehensiveplan updateand on specific transportationtopics have been
hostedby local jurisdictions. Monthly meetingsof theRTC Board of Directorsallow the public
to commenton regionaltransportationissuesin a formal setting. All commentsat thesemeetings
becomepartof the meetingrecord. The MTP updatehasbeenon the agendaat all meetingsof
theRTC Boardduring 2005.

POLICY IMPLICATION

The MTP representsthe framework plan and policies for developmentof the regional
transportation system. Projects must first be identified in the MTP before they can be
programmedfor federal funding in the Metropolitan TransportationImprovementProgram
MTIP. RTC, astheRegionalTransportationPlanningOrganizationRTPO, must certi’ that
there is consistencybetweenthe MTP and the transportationelementsof local comprehensive
plans requiredunder the Growth ManagementAct GMA and that the transportationelements
conform with the GMA’ s requirements. RTC continuesto work with local jurisdictions on
developmentof thetransportationelementsof local comprehensiveplans. This helps to ensure
consistencybetweenstate, regional and local plans. Completion of the RTPO certification
processis anticipatedfollowing the 2006 updatesto the Clark County ComprehensiveGrowth
ManagementPlanand MetropolitanTransportationPlanMTP for Clark County.

BUDGET IMPLICATION

Regularupdateand amendmentof the adoptedMTP is a requirementfor the receipt of federal
transportationfunds. Federal regulations require that the MTP contain a financial plan that
demonstratesconsistencybetween proposedtransportation investments and available and
projectedsourcesof revenue. After revenuesare set aside for systemmaintenance,preservation
and operatingcosts, the remainingrevenuesare available to fund capital improvementsto the
regional transportationsystemidentifiedin the MTP.
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Adoptionof Resolution12-05-24,"2005 MetropolitanTransportationPlanUpdate".

ADOPTEDthis 6th day of

by theSouthwestWashingtonRegionalTransportationCouncil.

SOUTHWESTWASHINGTON
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATIONCOUNCIL

LI
Arch Miller
Chairof theBoard

December 2005,

DeanLookingbill
TransportationDirector
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