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Agenda Item VII
Resolution 12-07-24

MEMORANDUM

TO: Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors
FROM: 9/

DATE: November 27, 2007

SUBJECT: 2007 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Resolution 12-07-24

Dean Lookingbill, Transportation Director

BACKGROUND

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for Clark County is the long-range, regional
transportation  plan  and is made available on RTC’s web site  at
http://www.rtc.wa.gov/programs/mtp/outline. htm. The MTP must have at least a twenty-year
planning horizon, therefore the 2007 MTP update plans for a 2030 regional transportation system.
The MTP is a part of the required federal transportation planning process and represents the
collective strategy for developing a regional transportation system to provide mobility and
accessibility for person trips as well as freight and goods movement. The transportation plan is
based on the Comprehensive Growth Management Plan for Clark County and supports local land
uses and the region’s economic development. The MTP identifies future travel needs, recommends
policies/strategies, and identifies implementation programs to meet future transportation needs.
Federal and state law requires that the Plan undergo periodic review. The RTC Board of Directors
adopted the initial Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for Clark County in December 1994,
and the MTP has been subject to annual review. Since 1994, four major updates and five MTP
amendments have been adopted. The 2007 MTP update focuses on bringing RTC into compliance
with the current federal transportation act, SAFETEA-LU. It also focuses on consistency between
state, regional, and local plans with projects from recently updated state and local plans
incorporated into the MTP. The Regional Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) reviewed
the draft 2007 Metropolitan Transportation Plan update at its November 2007 meeting and has
recommended adoption by the RTC Board of Directors. RTC Board action on this Resolution will
complete the federally-required MTP update process for RTC. The adopted MTP will be forwarded
to WSDOT, the Federal Highway Administration, and Federal Transit Administration.

Key elements of the MTP that have been reviewed during 2007 are listed below:

¢ MTP Framework, Purpose, and Goals (MTP Chapter 1)

¢ 2030 Horizon Year and Demographic Forecast (MTP Chapter 2)

» Designated Regional Transportation System (MTP Chapter 3)

e 2030 Travel Demand Forecast (MTP Chapter 3)

¢ Regional Transportation System Needs, Projects and Strategies (MTP Chapter 3, 5 and Appendix A)
e Financial Plan: Revenue Forecast and Cost Estimates (MTP Chapter 4)

Seuthwest Washiagteon Beglonal Transpertation Comwachl

1300 franklin Street, Floor 4 P.O. Box 1366 Vancouver, Washington 98666-1366 360-397-6067 fax: 360-397-6132 http://www.rtc.wa.gov/
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e Air quality conformity (MTP Appendix A-2)
e Strategic Plan (MTP Appendix B)

¢ SAFETEA-LU Compliance and Planning Factors: Security and Environmental Mitigation (MTP
Appendices D and E)

The MTP is developed with technical review and input provided by the Regional Transportation
Advisory Committee (RTAC) and policy review provided by the RTC Board of Directors.

Throughout the MTP update process, numerous opportunities for public participation were
available. These public participation opportunities have included a transportation booth at the Clark
County Fair in August and an open house in November where the public were invited to discuss the
draft MTP updated with RTC staff. In addition, RTC staff made presentations at neighborhood,
community, and civic meetings during the course of the year. The MTP is made available on
RTC’s web site at http://www.rtc.wa.gov/programs/mtp/outline.htm. Involvement of the public in
regional transportation planning builds from local efforts. During 2007, public participation has
included meetings hosted by the Columbia River Crossing project and C-TRAN meetings on
service changes. There have been meetings hosted by WSDOT on specific projects such as the SR-
14 and SR-502 corridor projects. Meetings on the Comprehensive Plan update and on specific
transportation topics have also been hosted by local jurisdictions. Monthly meetings of the RTC
Board of Directors allow the public to comment on regional transportation issues in a formal
setting. All comments at these meetings become part of the meeting record. The MTP update has
been a regular agenda item at many of the RTC Board meetings during 2007.

POLICY IMPLICATION

The MTP represents the framework plan and policies for development of the regional transportation
system. Projects must first be identified in the MTP before they can be programmed for federal
funding in the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP).

RTC works in coordination with WSDOT, C-TRAN, and local jurisdictions as state and transit
plans are developed and as the transportation elements of local comprehensive plans are updated.
This coordination helps to ensure consistency between state, regional, and local plans. RTC, as the
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO), must certify that there is consistency
between the MTP and the transportation elements of local comprehensive plans required under the
Growth Management Act (GMA) and that the transportation elements conform with the GMA’s
requirements. Completion of the RTPO certification process is anticipated in early 2008 following
the 2007 updates to the Clark County Comprehensive Growth Management Plan (September 2007)
and this Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) update (December 2007) .

Air quality policies and laws require consultation between RTC and resource agencies in
development of the MTP. Given the Clark County region’s air quality status,
“unclassifiable/attainment” for Ozone and “Maintenance Area” for Carbon Monoxide (CO), the
region no longer has to carry out regional air quality conformity analysis. However, the MTP still
needs to include a determination of air quality conformity which is documented in Appendix A-2.
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On November 1, 2007, staff from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Federal Highway
Administration, and State Departments of Ecology and Transportation consulted with RTC on the
air quality conformity section of the MTP. Most recently, the EPA made a finding of adequacy,
published in the November 19, 2007, Federal Register, for the region’s Carbon Monoxide (CO)
Second 10-year Limited Maintenance Plan (LMP), 2006-2016.

MTP amendment is anticipated in 2008 to incorporate decisions of the Columbia River Crossing
Project, the Clark County High Capacity Transit System Study, and C-TRAN’s 20-year Transit
Development Plan.

BUDGET IMPLICATION

Regular update and amendment of the adopted MTP is a requirement for the receipt of federal
transportation funds. Federal regulations require that the MTP contain a financial plan that
demonstrates consistency between proposed transportation investments and available and projected
revenues. One of the key federal requirements of an MTP is that it be “fiscally constrained”
meaning there should be a reasonable expectation that revenues will be available to provide for the
list of projects and transportation strategies contained in the MTP and to support the operations and
maintenance of a safe, multimodal, transportation system. The MTP’s financial plan is in Chapter
4. Based on analysis of forecast revenues and cost estimates for operations, maintenance, projects,
and strategies, the 2007 MTP update appears to meet the federal requirement for “fiscal constraint”.

ACTION REQUESTED

Adoption of Resolution 12-07-24, “2007 Metropolitan Transportation Plan”.

ADOPTED this 4th  gayof December 2007,

by the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council.

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL ATTEST:

Betty Sue/Klorris f Dean Lookingbill
Chair of the Board Transportation Director

Attachments (paper copies provided for Board members; weblink http://www.rtc.wa.gov/board/packets/200712/)

20071204RTCB_Resol120724_MTP.doc
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