
I Agi Item VIIi: Resolution 08-07-15

STAFF REPORT

TO: SouthwestWashingtonRegionalTransportationCouncil Boardof Directors

FROM: ,,‘Dean Lookingbill, TransportationDirector

DATE: July 31, 2007

SUBJECT: SAFETEA-LU Requirements: Adoption of RTC’s Public Participation Plan,
Resolution 08-07-15

BACKGROUND

The purposeof this resolution is to request RTC Board adoption of SouthwestWashington
Regional TransportationCouncil’s Public Participation Plan. Public participation is a key
componentof the regional transportationdecision-makingprocess. Updateof theexisting Public
InvolvementPlan is proposedto meet the new requirementsof the Safe, Accountable,Flexible,
Efficient TransportationEquity Act: A Legacy for Users SAFETEA-LU. A copy of the
proposedPublic Participation Plan is attached. RTC’s existing Public InvolvementPlan was
adoptedby theRTC Boardin July 1994andupdatedin October2001.

All Metropolitan Planning OrganizationsMPO5, such as RTC, must have commitment to
publish, or makeavailable for public view, transportationplansand TransportationImprovement
ProgramsTIPs, to hold public meetings at convenientand accessibletimes and locations.
SAFETEA-LU focuseson providing opportunitiesfor thepublic and stakeholdersto participatein
the metropolitan transportationplanning process. SAFETEA-LU requires that the Public
ParticipationPlan provide information on how RTC will conductpublic outreach,involvement
andparticipation. UnderSAFETEA-LU, thePPPmustalso describevisualizationtechniquesRTC
will use in order to make the metropolitantransportationplanning information available to the
public andto helpexplainthemetropolitantransportationplanningprocess.

RTC’s Public ParticipationPlan includesa broadrangeof public information and participation
opportunitiesin planning for regional transportationfacilities and strategiesand in programming
of regional transportationprojects. RTC recognizesthe importanceof public participationat the
local level and will notepublic participationand input resultingfrom local transportationplanning
and projectprogramming. RTC will continue to coordinatewith local jurisdictions and agencies
in public participationactivitiesto ensurea collaborativeapproachwhereverpossible.

The RegionalTransportationAdvisory Committeereviewedthe draft PPPat its April 20 meeting.
Subsequently,the RTC Board reviewed the draft PPP at its May 1 meeting, made some
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suggestionsto improveon the draft and approvedits releasefor public comment. Following the
RTC Boardmeeting,thedraft PPPwasreleasedon May 8 for a required45-daypublic comment
period. Notices of its releasefor public commentwere publishedin local newspapersincluding
the Columbian,the Battle GroundReflector,the CamasPostRecord,the El HispanicNews and
the Skanner. The draft PPPwas also madeavailableat branchesof the Fort Vancouverlibrary
system and at Camas library and was posted to RTC’s website. No public commentswere
receivedon theproposedPPP.

POLICY IMPLICATION

The adoption of the Public Participation Plan incorporates updatedfederal SAFETEA-LU
requirementsfor public participation including information on how RTC will conductpublic
outreach,involvement and participationand useof visualization techniques. RTC continuesits
commitmentto publish, or makeavailablefor public view, transportationplans,andtransportation
improvementprogramsTIPs, andto holdpublic meetingsat convenientandaccessibletimesand
locations. The Public ParticipationPlan covers both federal and staterequirementsfor public
participation in transportationplanningactivities of RTC asthe designatedMetropolitanPlanning
Organization for the Clark County region and as state-designatedRegional Transportation
Planning Organization for the Clark, Klickitat and Skamania County region. The public
participationprocessmust be periodically reviewedand updatedto ensureearly and continued
public awarenessof, andaccessto, thetransportationdecision-makingprocess.Thelaw requiresa
45-day public commentperiod prior to adoption of the Public ParticipationPlan and prior to
adoptionof any updatesto thePlan.

BUDGET IMPLICATION

Public participation activities are programmedwithin the Regional TransportationProgram
Coordination and Managementelementof RTC’s Unified Planning Work Program UPWP.
Revenuesourcesfor this elementare a combination of Federal Highway Administration and
Federal Transit Administration planning funds together with local matching funds and state
RegionalTransportationPlanningOrganizationfunds.

ACTION REQUESTED

Adoption of Resolution08-07-15,"RTC’s PublicParticipationPlan".

ADOPTEDthis 7th day of August 2007,

by the SouthwestWashingtonRegionalTransportationCouncil.
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SOUTHWESTWASHINGTON
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATIONCOUNCIL ATTEST:

Betty S,g’Morris DeanLookingbill
Chairo’’ theBoard TransportationDirector

ATTACHMENT


