
Current Study Status – Winter 2008

CLARK COUNTY HIGH CAPACITY TRANSIT SYSTEM STUDY

MOVING PEOPLE – CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY   

The Southwest Washington Regional Transportation 
Council (RTC) continues to work with local 
jurisdictions and agencies to study Clark County’s 
future high capacity transit (HCT) options. The Clark 
County HCT System Study is working toward a fi nal 
System Plan of recommendations for the future HCT 
service that will best serve Clark County residents. 
This information sheet provides an update on the 
study’s status, recent study milestones, and other 
important developments. Further details are available 
on the study website at http://rtc.wa.gov/hct.

Study Purpose

Clark County has grown signifi cantly over the past 25 years 
and will continue to grow, bringing economic benefi ts as 
well as increased traffi c congestion and travel delays. The 
Clark County HCT System Study’s purpose is to identify 
a high capacity transit system that provides effi cient and 
high quality transit service connecting county residents with 
where they want to go.

Study Update

Since the HCT System Study began over a year ago, the 
study team has collaborated with the study’s Task Force 
and Steering Committee and the RTC Board of Directors 
to complete a number of tasks. In the spring of 2007, they 
developed and adopted the study’s goals and objectives to 
guide the assessment of potential HCT modes and travel 
corridors. The goals and objectives became the foundation 
for the criteria used to narrow the modes and corridors to 
those best suited for use in Clark County. 

The study team also conducted a travel market analysis 
to identify the most promising corridors for potential 
development of an HCT system. In the summer of 2007, 
using the travel market analysis and other criteria, the 
study reached a major milestone by narrowing the potential 
modes and corridors. The modes carried forward for further 
consideration included bus rapid transit (BRT), BRT Lite, 
commuter rail, light rail transit (LRT), and streetcar. The 
corridors carried forward for further consideration included 
I-5/Hwy 99, I-205, SR-14/Mill Plain, SR-500/Fourth Plain, 
and Chelatchie Prairie Railroad.

Possible HCT Modes 

After studying many modes of transit, the 
study team narrowed the fi eld to those modes 
that best fi t Clark County’s transit needs. The 
following modes are being evaluated for possible 
inclusion in the fi nal HCT System Plan:

Bus rapid transit (BRT) – BRT is a strategy to 
reduce travel time for bus riders and improve bus 
effi ciency in congested corridors. BRT would 
operate in an exclusive lane for buses. In addition, 
BRT includes signal preemption, in-line station, 
and would have a distinct brand identity.  

BRT “lite” –BRT “lite” is bus service that 
operates mixed with traffi c, but includes 
improvements to increase bus reliability.  Other 
improvements could include bus priority at 
traffi c signals or queue jumps at intersections.  

Light rail transit – Urban rail systems 
powered by electricity that operates on its own 
exclusive track. Would include in-line stations 
and would have a distinct brand identity.

Streetcar – Streetcar transit is similar to LRT, 
but operates in shared vehicle lanes in city 
streets. It uses electrically powered rail cars.

Commuter rail – Transit service using an existing 
heavy rail line connecting outer areas with a 
downtown area or other major destination.  Includes 
fewer stops and best serves longer trips.

Bus Rapid Transit



Possible HCT Alignments 

The study team is currently sharing technical analysis of 
the transit corridors and alignments with the study Task 
Force, Steering Committee, and the general public. The 
team has identifi ed priority system plan strategies for 
implementation before 2030 and other options for future 
analysis after 2030. The system strategy map on the 
opposite page shows these possible HCT options and has 
been approved by the Task Force, Steering Committee, and 
the RTC Board of Directors.

Proposed Mid-Term HCT (2030) 

• I-5/Hwy 99 (Lincoln to Salmon Creek) - Continue to 
study transit options traveling in an exclusive lane or 
mixed with traffi c.

•  I-205 (Columbia River to Salmon Creek) - Continue 
to study bus rapid transit along I-205 and possible 
conversion to light rail in the long-term.

• Fourth Plain Blvd (from Vancouver on Fourth Plain 
Blvd, ending on Fourth Plain Blvd or SR 503) -
Focus on HCT improvements on Fourth Plain Blvd 
and continue to study transit options traveling in an 
exclusive lane or mixed with traffi c.

Mill Plain (ending at Fishers Landing) - Continue 
to study bus rapid transit and bus rapid transit “lite” 
options.

Proposed Long-Term HCT (beyond 2030)

(These are options that could be incorporated into the long-
term vision and may become viable in the future, but do not 
warrant further study at this time)

• I-5/Hwy 99 (Salmon Creek to 219th Street) - Continue 
to study transit options traveling in an exclusive lane or 
mixed with traffi c.

• SR 14 - Continue to study bus rapid transit or bus 
rapid transit “lite” options and possible extension of an 
exclusive transit lane on SR 14.

• SR 500 - Possible extension of an exclusive transit lane 
on SR 500.

• Chelatchie Prairie - Preserve corridor for future 
commuter rail service by identifying commuter service 
needs and ensuring that trail and freight rail use do not 
preclude future commuter service.

•

Alignment and Mode Recommendations

Having narrowed the modes and corridors, the study 
team is in the fi nal stages of their detailed corridor and 
alignment analysis. They will use an evaluation matrix to 
prioritize which corridors will provide a long term plan for 
a potential HCT system for Clark County. The evaluation 
matrix uses the study goals and objectives to evaluate each 
possible corridor and possible alignment. 

The following are the study goals:

• Enhance overall transportation opportunities for Clark 
County residents and businesses

• Provide transit riders with an accessible, effi cient and 
well-connected regional transit system

•  Support a vibrant and sustainable Clark County 
economy

• Support livable communities

• Support a healthy environment

•  Develop a system that can be funded and demonstrates 
stewardship of public funds

•  Provide for the long-term viability of the HCT System 
Plan

Next Steps

After reviewing the proposed corridors and modes using 
the evaluation matrix and input received from the Task 
Force, Steering Committee, and general public, the study 
team will begin to analyze system plan elements during the 
spring 2008. They will:

• Match selected corridors with the modes that are the 
most promising

• Develop a fi nal System Plan that outlines the 
HCT options that address Clark County’s future 
transportation needs

The fi nal System Plan will be a comprehensive plan for 
Clark County and will include:

• Potential HCT modes and alignments within those 
corridors

•  Identifi ed priority corridor(s) to move forward in an 
Alternative Analysis

•  Recommended HCT policies and other corridors for 
further analysis



This image shows the travel corridors and possible alignments the study team is 
currently evaluating.

NE 199TH ST

N
E

72
N

D
A

V
E

HW
Y

99

NE 119TH ST

N
E

10
TH

A
V

E

N
E

50
TH

A
V

E

NW LOWER RIVER RD

N
E

11
7T

H
AV

E

NE 179TH ST

NE 119TH ST

NE 78TH ST

NE FOURTH PLAIN RD

SE EVERGREEN HWY

NE 219TH ST

NE PADDEN PKWY

N
E

29
TH

A
V

E

N
E

16
2N

D
AV

E

E MILL PLAIN BLVD

N
E

18
2N

D
AV

E

NE 259TH ST

NE 76TH ST

SE MILL PLAIN BLVD

NE 99TH ST

M
A

IN
S

T

PIONEER ST

NE
SAIN

T JO
HNS

RD

N
E

13
7T

H
AV

E

N
W

41
S

T
A

V
E

E FOURTH PLAIN B LV
D

NE 63RD ST

N
E

A
N

D
R

E
S

E
N

R
D

SE 1ST ST

E 18TH ST

NE RIS

EVERGREEN BLVD

N
E

H
A

Z
E

L
D

E
LL

A
V

E

S
E

16
4T

H
A

V
E

NE 159TH ST

NW 179TH ST

NW 199TH ST

NE 49TH ST

NE 39TH ST

N
E

14
2N

D
AV

E

G
R

A
N

D
B

LV
D

W MAIN ST

SE 34TH ST

S
E

19
2N

D
A

V
E

SE 15TH ST

NE MINNEHAHA ST

NE BUR TON RD

NW 99TH ST

NE 83RD ST

NW CARTY RD

SE MCGILLIVR AY BLVD

N
E

S
A

IN
T

J O
H

N
S

R
D

SE EVERGREEN HWY

NW 119TH ST

C
S

T

S 5TH ST

N
E

12
2N

D
AV

E

C
O

LU
M

B
IA

S
T

N
W

LA
K

E
S

H
O

R
E

A
V

E

MACARTHUR BLVD

W 39TH ST

E 33RD ST

NW 78TH ST

N
E

13
8T

H
AV

E

N
E

C
A

P
L

E
S

R
D

HILLHURST RD

NE ALLWORTH RD

S
4

5T
H

AV
E

N
E

86
TH

A
V

E

N
E

13
0

TH
A

V
E

SE 10TH ST

NE 11 7TH ST

NE 164TH ST

N
E

97
TH

A
V

E

N
E

20
TH

A
V

E

NE 134TH ST

E MAIN ST

N
W

36
T

H
A

V
E

MCLOUGHLIN B LVD

E 39TH ST

N
E

87
TH

A
V

E

N
E

14

N
E

19
2N

D
AV

E

NE 88TH ST

W
MILL

PLAIN
B LV D

N
E

S
A

IN
T

JA
M

E
S

R
D

S
E

G
R

A
C

E
A

V
E

N
A

N
D

R
E

SE
N

R
D

N
E

11
2T

H
AV

E

W FOURTH PLAIN BLVD

NW 139TH ST

FALK
R

D

NW
ER

W
IN

O
RI

EG
ER

M
EM

O
RI

AL
HW

Y

NE
COVINGTON

RD

N
E

13
6T

H
AV

E

NE
H

EI
SS

O
N

R
D

S
E

13
6T

H
A

V
E

N
W

10
T

H
A

V
E

NW BLISS RD

N
W

20
T

H
A

V
E

N
E

15
TH

A
V

E

LI
E

S
E

R
R

D

FR
A

N
K

LI
N

S
T

S
W

1
0T

H
A

V
E

NE ROSS ST

S
RO

YL
E

RD

N
E

G
R

A
C

E
AV

E

NW PACIFIC

NE 189TH ST
N

E
10

7T
H

AV
E

S
W

2
0T

H
A

V
E

FORT

VANCOUVER WAY

N
W

S
E

W
AR

D
R

D

N
E

17
2N

D
AV

E

NE 13TH ST

SAINT JO
HN

S
BLV

D

B
R

O
A

D
W

AY
S

T

NE
CR

AM

ER

RD

NE 156TH ST

N
E

SA
LMO N

C
R

E
E

K
AV

E

NE 44TH ST

E COLUMBIA HOUSE BLVD

NE PALMER RD

NW 209TH ST

NE 244TH ST

N
E

17
6T

H
AV

E

S
E

98
T

H
AV

E

NE 149TH ST

NE
THURSTON

WAY

NE TENNEY R D

10TH ST

N
B

LA
N

D FO
R

D

DR

NE SANDY B

NE AIRPORT WAY

NE HALSEY ST

NE 18 TH
S

T

S
6

5T
H

AV
E

SE
C

H
K

A
L O

V
D

R

SE RIVERSIDE DR

NW 114TH ST

AXFORD
RD

N
E

9 8
T

H
A

V
E

S
9

TH
A

V
E

SE BYBEE RD

N
E

18
1S

T
AV

E

N
E

12
2N

D
AV

E

NE SANDY BLVD

NE POPLAR ST

NE 25TH ST

NE 54TH ST

DAYBREAK
R

D

G
H

ER

N
E

4 2
N

D
A

V
E

E 20TH ST

N
E

20
2N

D
AV

E

S
E

E
LL

S
W

O
R

T
H

A
V

E

E 6TH ST

N
E

18
2N

D
AV

E

N
E

11
2T

H
AV

E

N
E

18
2N

D
AV

E

NE 28TH ST

N
E

82
N

D
A

V
E

NE FREMONT ST

NE PRESCOTT ST

N
E

42
N

D
A

V
E

N
E

33
R

D
A

V
E

NE KILLINGSWORTH ST

NE 259TH ST

NE 88TH ST

N
E

87
TH

A
V

E

N
E

10
2N

D
AV

E

N
E

10
TH

A
V

E

NE 219TH ST

N
W

31
S

T
A

V
E

NE 88TH ST

NE 99TH ST

NE 63RD ST

NE MARINE DR

NE 209TH ST

N
E

17
2N

D
AV

E

N
E

50
TH

A
V

E

NE 159TH ST NE 15

NE 244TH ST

N
E

94
TH

A
V

E

SE
192

N
D

AVE

N
E

12
2 N

D
A

V
E

NE 99TH ST

N
E

112T
H

AV
E

N
E

14
2N

D
AV

E

SE 20TH ST

NE WARD RD

N
W

11
TH

A
V

E

NE 18TH ST

N
E

M
A

R
T

IN
LU

T
H

E
R

K
IN

G
JR

B
LV

D

N LOMBARD ST

N PORTLAND BLVD

N WILLAMETTE
BLVD

N
GREELEY AVE

N COLUMBIA BLVD

N
PO

RTLA
ND

RD

N MARINE DR

NW
ST

HELENS
RD

NW YEON AVE

NW COR NELL RD

N
W

FR
U

IT
V

A
LL

E
Y

R
D

%'&(

%'&(
%'&(

%'&(

(/

%'&(

%'&(

%'&(

%'&( Columbia River

Vancouver

Vancouver
Mall

C
A

P
LE

S
R

D

N
E

57
TH

AV
E

N
E

12
1S

T
AV

E

N
E

14
3R

D
A

VE

N0 1 2Miles

CLARK COUNTY HIGH CAPACITY TRANSIT SYSTEM STUDY

SYSTEM PLAN STRATEGY
Legend

Arterial Roads/Streets

Proposed Arterial Roads/Streets

Railroads

Existing High Capacity Transit

Proposed Mid-Term HCT (2030)

Proposed Long-Term HCT (beyond 2030)

CRC Study Area

- Continue to study
exclusive and shared
guideway options between
Lincoln and Salmon Creek
via I-5 or Highway 99.

- Possible future HCT
extension to 219th St.

I-5
Lincoln to 219th

- Continue to study BRT and
BRT-Lite options on Mill Plain
with terminus at Fishers Landing.

- Possible long-term extension of
exclusive guideway on SR 14.

SR 14/Mill Plain

- Continue to study BRT
strategy with terminus
at Salmon Creek.

- Possible long-term
conversion to LRT.

I-205

- Focus HCT improvements
on Fourth Plain.

- Continue to study exclusive
and shared guideway
options.

- Terminus options on both
Fourth Plain and SR 503.

- Possible long-term
extension of exclusive
guideway on SR 500.

SR 500/Fourth Plain

- Plan for future Commuter
Rail service (preserve
corridor).

- Identify commuter service
needs and ensure that
trail and freight rail uses
do not preclude future
commuter service.

Chelatchie Prairie



The schedule below shows the current status of the study.

Purpose Statement

Goals / Objectives

Narrow Modes

Narrow Corridors

Corridor Analysis

System Plan 
Recommendation

Oct Jan Apr Jun Early 2008 Mid 2008

Modes and Corridors
Recommendation

Get Involved

Comments and questions from the Clark County 
community are essential to the success of this study effort. 
Please get involved and share your comments by:

• Visiting the study website at http://rtc.wa.gov/hct for 
more study history, current study information, public 
event announcements, and to share your comments 
with the study team

• Sharing your comments by email or calling:
Dale Robins at the Southwest Washington Regional 
Transportation Council 
hct@rtc.wa.gov
(360) 397-6067

Columbia River Crossing & C-TRAN 
Coordination 
The Clark County HCT System Study continues to 
coordinate with the Columbia River Crossing (CRC) 
Project and C-TRAN to plan an effective regional transit 
system. CRC is working to improve highway capacity 
and transit service in the I-5 corridor across the Columbia 
River. C-TRAN will provide the crucial local connections 
for any future HCT services in Clark County.

CRC plans to release a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) in March 2008. The DEIS will include 
transit alternatives designed to reduce congestion on I-5 
from SR 500 in Vancouver to Columbia Boulevard in 
Portland. CRC is considering bus rapid transit paired with 

express bus service or light rail paired with express bus 
service and is investigating several possible alignments. 
The Clark County HCT System Study is examining 
alignments designed to connect with a future CRC transit 
project and expand transit service to more areas of Clark 
County. The study team is working closely with CRC to 
share data and ensure effi cient transit connections in the 
future.
 
C-TRAN continues developing a 20-year Transit 
Development Plan for Clark County. The Clark County 
HCT System Study is coordinating with C-TRAN’s 
long-range planning efforts to assure seamless transit 
connections between any future HCT system and local 
transit routes and modes.
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